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Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Matthew (January 4) 
 

Reading Matthew 

A brilliant halo of white light envelops the walls of Herod’s temple. The white limestone blocks gleam at the edges 

as the light slips around them. Travelers camping on the Mount of Olives wonder at the temple’s beauty. As the sun 

descends, the color of the heavens paints the temple yellow, then red, then purple, until finally heaven and earth 

meld in darkness. The great, glorious building that seemed so permanent has disappeared. 

 

When Jesus taught in Galilee, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17), and at the temple, “There will 

not be left here one stone upon another” (Matthew 24:2), it must have seemed like a dream to his disciples. The 

ways of the world and their glory must have seemed permanent. And yet, as Jesus preached, the sun was setting on 

the old ways because God had promised he would come to reign. In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus reveals 

the glorious appearing of the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Author and Date 

The early church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew, one of the 12 apostles, was the author of this 

Gospel. However, the results of modern critical studies – in particular, those that stress Matthew’s alleged 

dependence on Mark for a substantial part of his Gospel – have caused some Biblical scholars to abandon Matthean 

authorship. Why, they ask, would Matthew, an eyewitness to the events of our Lord’s life, depend so heavily on 

Mark’s account? The best answer seems to be that he agreed with it and wanted to show that the apostolic testimony 

to Christ was not divided. Depending on the date of the Gospel according to Mark, Matthew’s Gospel was likely 

written between AD 50 and AD 70. 

 

Matthew, whose name means “gift of the Lord,” was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus. In Mark and 

Luke he is called by his other name, Levi. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

Since his Gospel was written in Greek, Matthew’s readers were Greek-speaking. They also seem to have been Jews. 

Matthew’s main purpose is to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this primarily by 

showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures. Matthew includes more proof 

texts from the Old Testament than the other Gospel writers to drive home his basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament predictions of the Messiah. This does not mean, however, that Matthew restricts his Gospel to 

Jews. He records the coming of the Magi (non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus and gives a full statement of the 

Great Commission. These passages show that, although Matthew’s Gospel is Jewish, it has a universal outlook. 

 

Structure 

The way the material is arranged reveals an artistic touch. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses: 

chapters 5-7, chapter 10, chapter 13, chapter 18, and chapters 24-25. That this is deliberate is clear from the refrain 

that concludes each discourse: “When Jesus had finished saying these things,” or similar words. This fivefold 

division may suggest that Matthew has modeled his book on the structure of the Pentateuch (the first five books of 

the Old Testament). He may also be presenting the gospel as a new Torah (Old Testament law) and Jesus as a new 

and greater Moses. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read the Gospel according to Matthew, rejoice especially in the very full accounting he gives of Jesus’ 

teachings. His five discourses record more of Jesus’ parables and sayings than are recorded by Mark and Luke. Also 

take special note of the promise that Christ is coming again to reign eternally. As you face struggles, dwell on this 

sure and certain hope in your Savior. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Mark (February 11) 
 

Reading Mark 

The old farmer knew this corner of the field well. His plow had turned up rocks here for years. He and his brothers 

picked up the rocks and worked them into a retaining wall not far away. He could see there a row of sick and lame 

people sitting on the stones, waiting for their turn to see the Teacher. Families with small children also sat nearby, 

awaiting their turn. The farmer sat and scratched the soil. It felt warm and loose to the touch. Then he struck a rock. 

“Another rock,” he said. “Still too stony – unfit for seed.” 

 

Mark describes how the disciples and the crowds immediately responded to the authority of Jesus’ teaching. They 

flocked to receive his healing touch and blessings for their children. But beneath the surface of this excitement, their 

hearts remained hardened and crippled by unbelief. As you read Mark’s account of Jesus’ ministry and passion, 

consider Jesus’ patience. He plows and replows matters of repentance, faith, and the promises of God, picking out 

hard hearts and calling people to believe and to bear fruit. 

 

Author and Date 

Although there is no direct internal evidence of authorship, it was the unanimous testimony of the early church that 

this Gospel was written by John Mark. It is generally agreed that the Mark who is associated with Peter in the early 

non-Biblical tradition is also the John Mark of the New Testament. Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their 

first missionary journey, but he deserted them at Perga, in Pamphylia, to return to Jerusalem. Mark reappears in 

Colossians and was apparently beginning to win his way back into Paul’s confidence. By the end of Paul’s life, 

Mark had fully regained Paul’s favor.  

 

Some, who hold that Matthew and Luke used Mark as a major source, have suggested that Mark may have been 

composed in the 50s or early 60s. Others have felt that the book was written shortly before the destruction of 

Jerusalem in AD 70. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

The evidence points to the church at Rome or at least to Gentile readers. Mark explains Jewish customs, translates 

Aramaic words, and seems to have a special interest in persecution and martyrdom – subjects of special concern to 

Roman believers. Mark may have been writing to prepare his readers for suffering and martyrdom by placing before 

them the life of our Lord. There are many references, both explicitly and veiled, to suffering and discipleship 

throughout his Gospel.  

 

Special Characteristics 

Mark’s Gospel is a simple, succinct, unadorned, yet vivid account of Jesus’ ministry, emphasizing more what Jesus 

did than what he said. Mark moves quickly from one episode in Jesus’ life and ministry to another, often using the 

adverb “immediately.” The book as a whole is characterized as “The beginning of the gospel” (Mark1:1). The life, 

death, and resurrection of Christ comprise the “beginning,” of which the apostolic preaching in Acts is the 

continuation. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Mark’s account of Jesus’ ministry and passion, take special note of the emphasis on discipleship and 

faith. Jesus tells his followers that he will suffer and will ransom them. They, too, will face suffering on account of 

him and the gospel. Yet, through repentance and faith, they will inherit eternal life. 

 

When you face difficulty, cry out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). The Son of God, who ransomed you 

from the bondage of sin and death, will hear you in compassion and have mercy. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Luke (March 5) 
 

Reading Luke 

During the 23-mile journey up to Jerusalem, a rise of more than 3300 feet, the people fall silent. After leaving 

Jericho, the melodies of joyful ascent toward Zion give way to the somber percussion of sandals on stones. Dry 

throats pant as weary feet plod and ache. Yet, when they reach the crest of the Mount of Olives, joy springs anew. 

They shout “Hosanna!” as the temple mount comes into view across the Kidron Valley. 

 

Luke presents the story of Jesus’ life as a journey. The story begins at the Jerusalem temple, climaxes with Jesus 

teaching at the temple some 30 years later, and ends at the temple after Jesus is crucified, buried, resurrected, and 

ascended outside the city. 

 

Author and Date 

The author’s name does not appear in the book, but much unmistakable evidence points to Luke. This Gospel is a 

companion to the book of Acts, and the language and structure of these two books indicate that both were written by 

the same person. They are addressed to the same individual, Theophilius, and the second volume references the first. 

Certain sections in Acts use the pronouns “we”, indicating that the author was with Paul when the events described 

in these passages took place. By process of elimination, Paul’s “dear friend Luke, the doctor” and “fellow worker” 

becomes the most likely candidate. Luke was probably a Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture, a 

physician by profession, a companion of Paul at various times from his second missionary journey to his first 

imprisonment in Rome, and a loyal friend who remained with the apostle after others had deserted. 

 

The two most commonly suggested periods for dating the Gospel of Luke are AD 59-63 and the 70s or 80s.  

 

Recipients and Purpose 

The Gospel is specifically directed to Theophilius, whose name means “one who loves God,” and almost certainly 

refers to a particular person rather than to lovers of God in general. He was possibly Luke’s patron, responsible for 

seeing that the writings were copied and distributed. Theophilus, however, was more than a publisher. The message 

of this Gospel was intended for his own instruction as well as the instruction of those among whom the book would 

be circulated. The book was written to strengthen the faith of all believers and to answer the attacks of unbelievers. 

 

Characteristics 

The third Gospel presents the works and teachings of Jesus that are especially important for understanding the way 

of salvation. Its scope is complete from the birth of Christ to his ascension, its arrangement is orderly, and it appeals 

to both Jews and Gentiles. The writing is characterized by literary excellence, historical details, and warm, sensitive 

understanding of Jesus and of those around him. 

 

Since the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) report many of the same episodes in Jesus’ life, one would 

expect much similarity in their accounts. The dissimilarities reveal the distinctive emphases of the separate writers. 

The main theme of this Gospel is the nature of Jesus’ Messiahship and mission. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Luke’s carefully researched account of Jesus’ life, consider yourself on a journey with Luke to learn 

more about Jesus of Nazareth, whose body, crucified for the forgiveness of our sins, becomes the temple of the 

living God. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

John (April 8) 
 

Reading John 

“What did he mean?” the rabbi questioned. “We sent you to evaluate his teachings and to learn whether he follows 

the traditions. Will his views lead to an uproar, or can this fellow be contained?” 

 

“This one is different,” his colleague replied. “Everyone flocks to him. His teaching is striking, but he leaves you 

with many questions. We will hear him again if he comes to the feast.” 

 

The religious leaders in Judea had questioned the ministry of John the Baptist and worried about his influence. But 

after they heard Jesus’ teaching, they knew they were in for trouble. Jesus taught with great boldness and challenged 

people’s assumptions in simple language. Yet, many of Jesus’ sayings invite the deepest reflection because they 

expound the eternal mysteries of the faith. The apostle John focused especially on collecting these remarkable 

sayings of Jesus. 

 

Author and Date 

The author is the apostle John, the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” He was prominent in the early church but is not 

mentioned by name in this Gospel – which would be natural if he wrote it but hard to explain otherwise. The author 

knew Jewish life well, as seen from references to popular Messianic speculations, to the hostility between Jews and 

Samaritans, and to Jewish customs, such as the duty of circumcision on the eighth day taking precedence over the 

prohibition of working on the Sabbath. The Gospel of John has many touches that were obviously based on the 

recollections of an eyewitness – such as the house of Bethany being filled with the fragrance of the broken perfume 

jar. 

 

In general, two views of the dating of this Gospel have been advocated: the traditional view places it toward the end 

of the first century, circa AD 85 or later. More recently, some scholars have suggested an earlier date, perhaps as 

early as the 50s and no later than AD 70.  

 

Purpose and Emphases 

Some interpreters have felt that John’s aim was to set forth a version of the Christian message that would appeal to 

Greek thinkers. Others have seen a desire to supplement the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), to 

combat some form of heresy, to oppose the continuing followers of John the Baptist, or to achieve a similar goal. 

But the writer himself states his main purpose clearly: “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).  

 

Unique Characteristics 

Whereas Matthew and Luke tend to record Jesus’ parables, John records many difficult sayings of Jesus that appear 

throughout the Gospel and unify its composition. John often notes the trouble the disciples and the crowds have 

deciphering Jesus’ intent by recording their questions. Jesus’ sayings are more than traditional proverbs. They are 

often prophetic or have the character of riddles, demanding deep reflection. Jesus’ many “I am” statements should 

be included among these enigmatic sayings. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

John’s Gospel focuses beautifully on both the promise of everlasting life and the bodily resurrection of those who 

trust in Jesus. As you study the words of Jesus as recorded by John, take comfort in his many great and precious 

promises to you. His words are spirit, and they are life! Just as the disciples reflected for years on Jesus’ simple yet 

profound words, commit his words to heart, consider them with hope, and grow by them. Even now, Jesus – the 

Word made flesh – is working for your blessings and preparing an eternal home for you.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Acts (May 7) 
 

Reading Acts 

Every scroll collected by the synagogue is laid out and rolled open. Readers flock around them like grazing sheep 

around patches of grass, devouring the lines of text and chewing on the young rabbi’s suggestion that the Messiah 

has come, has suffered death, and has risen again. “Would the Messiah save the Gentiles too?” someone wonders 

aloud. “Without circumcision, without the customs of the law? How can these things be?” 

 

The preaching of salvation through Jesus, confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, “turned the world upside down” 

(Acts 17:6). In Acts, Luke continues the story of Jesus’ work in and through the apostles and other disciples. Acts 

records the progress of God’s mission to reach the ends of the earth with the promise of forgiveness and everlasting 

life in Christ – a mission that continues today as the Lord works through his church. 

 

Author and Date 

Although the author does not name himself, evidence outside the Scriptures and inferences from the book itself lead 

to the conclusion that the author was Luke. The use of “we” passages indicate that the author was a companion of 

Paul in his travels. The words the author uses and the traits and education reflected in his writings fit well his role as 

a physician. After eliminating those who, for one reason or another, would not fit the requirements for the author of 

Acts, Luke is left as the most likely candidate. Two dates are possible for the writing of Acts: AD 63 (shortly after 

the last event recorded in the book) or AD 70 or even later. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

The recipient of the book, Theophilius, is the same person addressed in the Gospel according to Luke. The theme of 

the book is presented in the words of Jesus: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The main purposes of the book appear to be: 

 To present a history: Acts tells of the founding of the church, the spread of the gospel, the beginnings of 

congregations, and evangelistic efforts in the apostolic pattern. The life and teachings of Jesus Christ are 

established in the four Gospel narratives, and the book of Acts provides a coordinated account of the 

beginnings of the church. 

 To give a defense: Luke probably wrote this work as Paul awaited trial in Rome. If his case came to court, 

what better court brief could Paul have had than a life of Jesus, a history of the beginnings of the church 

(including the activity of Paul) and an early collection of Paul’s letters? 

 To provide a guide: Luke had no way of knowing how long the church would continue on this earth, but 

as long as it pursues its course, the book of Acts will be one of its major guides. 

 To depict the triumph of Christianity in the face of bitter persecution: The success of the church in 

carrying the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and in planting local churches across the Roman empire 

demonstrated that Christianity was not a mere work of man. God was in it. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

By writing his Gospel and Acts, Luke wrote about 25% of the New Testament, more text than any other New 

Testament writer. In these two books, Luke provides an account of God’s work from the announcement of Jesus’ 

birth to the announcement in Rome of salvation in Jesus (AD 58). Luke shows that, through poor and helpless 

people on the margin of society, God spread his word.  

 

As you study Acts, consider how the Lord calls every believer – including you – to bear witness to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection and to the salvation in his name. Acts records how God works through his word, whether spoken or 

written, to bring people to faith in Christ. Through the gospel, the Lord is turning the world upside down and 

advancing his kingdom from person to person and from nation to nation.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Romans (June 16) 
 

Reading Romans 

The tap of a centurion’s staff quietly roused the soldiers. With the day at hand, the men would need to wipe leisure 

from their eyes and shake sloth from their limbs. Dawn meant armor, attention, and duty. Such discipline by Roman 

troops enabled the Roman Empire to rise and conquer its enemies. 

 

Paul’s letter to the Romans alludes to the duty and discipline of troops, comparing their calling to the Christian’s 

calling. However, Paul’s encouragement to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” reminds us also that our attention to duty 

is not the basis for our salvation. Our conquering champion, Jesus, brought salvation to us through his personal 

sacrifice and atoning death. His victory has roused us from the darkness of death. Clothed in his righteousness alone, 

we stand steadfast – more than conquerors through him who loved us.  

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

The writer of this letter was the apostle Paul. No voice from the early church was ever raised against his authorship. 

The letter contains a number of historical references that agree with known facts of Paul’s life. The doctrinal content 

of the book is typical of Paul, which is evident from a comparison with other letters he wrote. 

 

The book was probably written in the early spring of AD 57. Very likely Paul was on his third missionary journey, 

ready to return to Jerusalem with the offering from the mission churches for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem.  

 

Recipients and Theme 

The original recipients of the letter were the people of the church at Rome, who were predominantly Gentile. Jews 

however must have constituted a substantial minority of the congregation. Paul greatly desired to visit the Roman 

church, but he could not go to Rome at this time because he felt he must personally deliver the collection taken 

among the Gentile churches for the poverty-stricken Christians of Jerusalem. So instead of going to Rome, he sent a 

letter to prepare the Christians there for his intended visit in connection to Spain. For many years Paul had wanted to 

visit Rome to minister there, and this letter served as a careful and systematic theological introduction to that hoped-

for personal ministry. 

 

Paul’s primary theme in Romans is the basic gospel, God’s plan of salvation and righteousness for all mankind, Jew 

and Gentile alike. None of Paul’s other letters states so profoundly the content of the gospel and its implications. 

 

Special Characteristics 

 Romans is the most systematic of Paul’s letters. It reads more like an elaborate theological essay than a 

letter. 

 Paul places a high emphasis on Christian doctrine and touches upon sin, salvation, grace, faith, 

righteousness, justification, sanctification, redemption, death, and resurrection. 

 The letter has widespread use of Old Testament quotations. Although Paul regularly quotes from the Old 

Testament in his letters, in Romans the argument is sometimes carried along by such quotations (see 

especially chapters 9-11). 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The teachings in Romans are foundational to the Christian faith. Romans explains, step-by-step, why and how God 

saves us in Jesus. As you read Romans, reflect on the examples of faith Paul provides from the Old Testament and 

from his personal struggles. These examples show how God works through the word in our lives, despite our 

weaknesses. The final chapters apply these Christian teachings in practical ways for individuals, families, and 

congregations. This most detailed letter of Paul truly offers us a wealth of comfort.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 Corinthians (July 8) 
 

Reading 1 Corinthians 

A variety of shops line the walls of the marketplace or macellum. Along with people bartering in Greek, Latin, and 

other tongues, hogs grunt, sheep and goats bleat, chickens cluck, doves coo, and cattle low. The animals smell and 

see the fresh produce and baked goods close to their pens. The smell of blood and cooked meat hangs in the air, 

wafting from the market area and from the dining halls in the nearby temples. Worshipers gather in the temple to 

make sacrifices, and businessmen recline at tables to discuss the latest issues, while Asclepius, Serapis, and other 

gods stand in mute approval. Outside these temples, members of a new piety walk past the temples to the macellum 

in search of food for a private supper to be hosted by their Lord. 

 

The cosmopolitan markets at Corinth supplied a diverse population of settlers, travelers, and slaves. The interest and 

differences between these groups influenced the divisions in the house churches at Roman Corinth. Paul’s letter 

provided detailed instructions about these dividing issues and directed the Corinthians to what he taught them before 

– Christ crucified unites all who believe. 

 

Author and Date  

Paul is acknowledged as the author both by the letter itself and by the early church fathers. The letter was written 

circa AD 55, toward the close of Paul’s three-year residency in Ephesus. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

It has been estimated that in Paul’s day, Corinth had a population of about 250,000 free persons, plus as many as 

400,000 slaves. In a number of ways it was the chief city of Greece: a crossroads for travelers and traders where 

typical Greek culture existed and a high premium was placed on wisdom. It was an extremely religious city, 

containing at least 12 temples, but it was also a center for open and unbridled immorality. 

 

Paul had received information from several sources concerning the conditions existing in the church at Corinth. 

Factions had developed in the church, and immorality had plagued the Corinthians assembly almost from the 

beginning. Paul had written previously concerning moral laxness, urging believers “not to associate with sexually 

immoral people” (5:9). Because of misunderstanding he now found it necessary to clarify his instruction and to urge 

immediate and drastic action. It is clear that although the church was gifted, it was immature and unspiritual. Paul 

wrote to instruct and restore the church in its areas of weakness, to correct false teaching concerning the 

resurrection, and to give instruction concerning the offering for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem.  

 

The letter revolves around problems in Christian conduct in the church. Paul was concerned with the Corinthians’ 

problems, revealing a true pastor’s (shepherd’s) heart, approaching the difficulties with the gospel of God’s grace. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul describes a divided and struggling congregation, not unlike struggling congregations today. 

As you read and study, consider how the Lord brought the Corinthians through their struggles, using the sound 

theology and counsel of the apostle Paul, focusing on salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. History shows that, 

despite early struggles, the congregation survived and prospered. Just as the Corinthians came to view Israel’s 

struggles and God’s mercies for them as examples and instruction, let us receive the things recorded in Paul’s letter 

as examples and instruction for today. Avoid their excesses and sins. Rejoice in God’s promises to the Corinthians, 

especially the promised unity through the gospel. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

2 Corinthians (July 30) 
 

Reading 2 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians illustrates the power of God’s grace in approaching the serious problems at Corinth – also effective in 

the face of similar situations of the churches of today. Paul’s application of the gospel (rather than a legalistic tone) 

had a salutary effect. The individual offender (probably the one excommunicated in 1 Corinthians 5) repented and 

was reinstated in the church. Through the gospel the majority of the members found reconciliation with Paul and 

with each other. There was a special effort to show their gratitude by joining in the collection for their Christian 

brethren at Jerusalem. A minority, who had not been completely convinced by Paul’s first letter, was to receive 

additional application of the gospel when Paul would soon be present in person. 

 

Author and Date  

Paul is the author of this letter. It is stamped with his style, and it contains more autobiographical material than any 

of his other writings. The available evidence indicates that the year AD 55 is a reasonable estimate for the writing of 

this letter. From 1 Corinthians 16:5-8 we conclude that 1 Corinthians was written from Ephesus before Pentecost (in 

the spring) and that 2 Corinthians was written later that same year before the onset of winter. It was written from 

Macedonia. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

The opening salutation of the letter states that it was addressed to the church in Corinth and to the Christians 

throughout Achaia (the Roman province comprising all the territory of Greece south of Macedonia).  

 

The Corinthian church had been infiltrated by false teachers who were challenging both Paul’s personal integrity 

and his authority as an apostle. Because he had announced a change in his itinerary, with the result that he would 

now pay the Corinthians one long visit instead of two short visits, these adversaries were asserting that his word was 

not to be trusted. They were also saying that he was not a genuine apostle and that he was putting into his own 

pocket the money they had collected for the poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem. Paul asks the Corinthians to 

consider that his personal life in their midst was always honorable and that his life-transforming message of 

salvation was true. He urges them to prepare for his impending visit by completing the collection they had started a 

year previously and by dealing with the troublemakers in their midst. He warns them that he means what he writes. 

 

Structure 

The letter falls naturally into three sections: 

 Paul explains the reason for the change of itinerary (chapters 1-7) 

 Paul encourages the Corinthians to complete the collection in preparation for his arrival (chapters 8-9) 

 Paul stresses the certainty of his coming, his authenticity as an apostle, and his readiness as an apostle to 

exercise discipline if necessary (chapters 10-13) 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study 2 Corinthians, consider the marvelous example Paul gives of a thoughtful Christian leader striving to 

unite a wounded congregation. Note especially how he emphasizes God’s work among them through the gospel, 

which comforts and heals the congregation. If you have experienced disappointments and hurt feelings at church, 

allow 2 Corinthians to assist in your healing. 

 

Paul also describes the generous heart of those who have received God’s grace. He contrasts the faithful 

Macedonian believers, so ready to give to the poor and needy, with the disorganized and begrudging Corinthians, 

who question Paul’s motives for collecting the offering. God grant us wise and generous hearts that think clearly 

about giving for the needs of others!  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Galatians (August 18) 
 

Reading Galatians 

A guardian calls the seven-year-old boy in from play to make an introduction. Pointing to a young man, he explains 

that tomorrow at dawn this fellow will lead the boy to and from school, making certain the boy has the tools of 

learning: wooden tablets and a stylus. Though the young man is a slave, the boy must mind him and learn from him 

until the boy is ready to be self-sufficient. 

 

In the letter to the Galatians, Paul refers to such first-century life situations in order to explain our relationship to the 

law (moral, civil, and ceremonial commands) and the gospel (God’s promise to us in Christ). A typical schoolboy’s 

guardian had temporary authority. Similarly, the law given by Moses served as a temporary guardian, according to 

the will of our legal guardian, the Lord himself. As Paul explains, the Lord had greater plans to fulfill the law and 

his life-changing promise. He adopted us, making us co-heirs with his true Son, our Savior Jesus. In this way, Paul 

explains and illustrates the life-changing effects of the law and the gospel, the two essential teaching of the Christian 

faith. 

 

Author and Date  

The opening verse identifies the author of Galatians as the apostle Paul. Aside from a few 19th-century scholars, no 

one has seriously questioned his authorship. The date of Galatians depends to a great extent on the destination of the 

letter. It may have been written between AD 53 and 57, or written early in AD 48-49 after Paul’s first missionary 

journey. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Judaizers were Jewish Christians who believed, among other things, that a number of the ceremonial practices of the 

Old Testament were still binding on the New Testament church. Following Paul’s successful campaign in Galatia, 

they insisted that Gentile converts to Christianity abide by certain Old Testament rites, especially circumcision. The 

Judaizers argued that Paul was not an authentic apostle and that out of a desire to make the message more appealing 

to Gentiles, he had removed from the gospel certain legal requirements. 

 

Paul responded by clearly establishing his apostolic authority and thereby substantiating the gospel he preached. By 

introducing additional requirements for justification (e.g. works of the law), his adversaries had perverted the gospel 

of grace and, unless prevented, would bring Paul’s converts into the bondage of legalism. It is by grace through faith 

alone that man is justified, and it is by faith alone that he is to live out his new life in the freedom of the Spirit. 

Galatians stands as an eloquent and vigorous apologetic for the essential New Testament truth that man is justified 

through faith in Jesus Christ – by nothing less and nothing more – and that he is sanctified not by legalistic works 

but by the obedience that comes from faith in God’s work for him, in him, and through him by the grace and power 

of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The proper distinction of law and gospel, described in Galatians, leads one away from the misunderstandings of 

God’s word mentioned above. Paul certainly affirmed a limited role for the law in the life of a believer. He 

explained the life-changing blessings of the gospel, which make us God’s children and give us freedom to do good, 

not evil. Yet Galatians shows that, though we never outgrow the law because we are sinners, it is God’s promise that 

assures our place in his family, with all the privileges he bestows by word and Spirit. 

 

As you study Galatians, pray that the Holy Spirit would teach you rightly to discern and apply God’s law and 

gospel. He who generously gives his good Spirit through the promise will surely grant you a discerning heart. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Ephesians (August 26) 
 

Reading Ephesians 

At an early Christian baptism, cool water would stream down people’s heads and necks when they stepped away 

from the font. As they shivered through the baptismal prayers, droplets would fall from the tresses of their hair and 

land in puddles at their feet. The droplets would draw circles on the puddles’ surfaces as the water slowly rolled 

across the floor, uniting with other droplets and puddles. Though the people baptized were different – and even from 

different ethnicities, ages, and social levels – the water and the word of baptism united them to share new life, 

sealing, enlightening, and washing in Christ. 

 

At their baptism, the Ephesians became something more than cold and damp. Baptism unites believers into one body 

as easily as water meets and merges on a floor. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians shows that baptism united Jews and 

Gentiles, leaders and followers, and all believers across all generations. 

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

The author identifies himself as Paul. Some have taken the absence of the usual personal greetings and the verbal 

similarity of many parts to Colossians, among other reasons, as grounds for doubting authorship by the apostle Paul. 

However, this was probably a circular letter, intended for other churches in addition to the one in Ephesus. Paul may 

have written it about the same time as Colossians, circa AD 60, while he was in prison at Rome. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

Ephesus was the most important city in western Asia Minor. Because it was at an intersection of major trade routes, 

Ephesus became a commercial center. Paul made Ephesus a center for evangelism for about three years, and the 

church there apparently flourished for some time, but later needed the warning of Revelation 2:1-7. 

 

Unlike several of the other letters Paul wrote, Ephesians does not address any particular error or heresy. Paul wrote 

to expand the horizons of his readers, so that they might understand better the dimensions of God’s eternal purpose 

and grace and come to appreciate the high goals God has for the church. 

 

The letter opens with a sequence of statements about God’s blessings, which are interspersed with a remarkable 

variety of expressions drawing attention to God’s wisdom, forethought, and purpose. Having explained God’s great 

goals for the church, Paul proceeds to show the steps toward their fulfillment: God has reconciled individuals to 

himself as an act of grace. He has then reconciled these saved individuals to each other. Beyond both of these, 

however, God has done more: he has united those reconciled individuals in one body, the church. Nevertheless, this 

life is lived out on earth, where the practical daily life of the believer continues to work out the purposes of God.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Ephesians beautifully describes the important truths of the Christian faith that Paul so eloquently emphasizes. The 

first chapter sees the entire Christian life in view of God’s choosing his people in Christ. These words, rightly 

applied, offer incredible comfort in the midst of suffering and doubt. Likewise, no other place in the New Testament 

describes the relationship between grace, faith, and good works (justification and sanctification) quite so clearly as 

Ephesians 2. The entire letter leads us to treasure our baptism into Christ and into his church, where a new way of 

life prevails. 

 

As you study Ephesians, the Lord will equip you for victory over temptation and strife, over sin and Satan, so that 

you may serve him and his people in all unity and joy. Read Ephesians as God’s plan for your family, your pastor, 

and your congregation as you serve together according to God’s eternal purposes. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Philippians (September 3) 
 

Reading Philippians 

A foreign-born man received his citizenship document from the hands of an imperial clerk as others might receive 

and cradle a child. To be born a citizen of Tarsus or some other city might stir a person’s pride. But to receive 

Roman citizenship – that came with privileges, which a father passed to his sons. Roman citizenship elevated a 

family above the tortured rabble who could only hope to prove themselves worthy and free. 

 

Paul appealed to his Roman citizenship when he first visited Philippi. As residents of a Roman colony populated by 

former Roman soldiers, the Philippians well understood and appreciated citizenship. Paul reminded the Philippian 

congregation that, through Christ, they had received citizenship in heaven. Christ’s heroic efforts on their behalf 

allowed them to enjoy a manner of life worthy of his gospel. 

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

The early church was unanimous in its testimony that Philippians was written by the apostle Paul. The many 

personal references of the author fit what we know of Paul from other New Testament books. It is evident that Paul 

wrote the letter from prison. Some have argued that this imprisonment took place in Ephesus, perhaps AD 53-55; 

others put it in Caesarea circa 57-59. Best evidence, however, favors Rome as the place of origin and the date as 

circa 61. This fits well with the account of Paul’s house arrest in Acts 28:14-31. When he wrote Philippians, he was 

not in the Mamertine dungeon as he was when he wrote 2 Timothy. He was in his own rented house, where for two 

years he was free to impart the gospel to all who came to him. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

Paul’s primary purpose in writing this letter was to thank the Philippians for the gift they had sent him upon learning 

of his detention at Rome. However, he makes use of this occasion to fulfill several other desires: to report on his 

own circumstances; to encourage the Philippians to stand firm in the face of persecution and rejoice regardless of 

circumstances; to exhort them to humility and unity; to comment Timothy and Epaphroditus to the Philippian 

church; and to warn the Philippians against the Judaizers (legalists) and antinomians (libertines) among them. 

 

The city of Philippi was a prosperous Roman colony, which meant that the citizens of Philippi were also citizens of 

the city of Rome itself. No doubt this was the background for Paul’s reference to the believer’s heavenly citizenship. 

That Philippi was a Roman colony may explain why there were not enough Jews to permit the establishment of a 

synagogue and why Paul does not quote the Old Testament in the Philippian letter.  

 

Characteristics 

 Philippians contains no Old Testament quotations. 

 It is a missionary thank-you letter in which the missionary reports on the progress of his work. 

 It is outstanding as the New Testament letter of joy; the word “joy” in its various forms occurs 16 times. 

 It contains one of the most profound Christological passages in the New Testament (Philippians 2:5-11). 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Philippians reveals Paul’s intense love for and joy in this congregation. The warmth he shows toward them is unique 

among his letters, since the congregation seems to need less discipline than others. He describes the Christian life in 

all its blessings and goodness, which come from the Lord’s work in us. 

 

As you study Philippians, the Lord will work in your life, transforming your mind to be like Christ’s. Pray that you 

may receive the fullness of his joy in all circumstances and live worthy of his gospel. For your righteousness is 

through faith in Christ alone. Knowing him has “surpassing worth” (Philippians 3:8). 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Colossians (September 9) 
 

Reading Colossians 

Wielding hammer and punch, the slave struck each weight of silver into the anvil and die, impressing each side of 

the metal. The face of the emperor looked back at him each time, perfectly raised and formed above the coin’s 

background. With the rhythmic blows of the hammer and punch, old coins that were defaced by greedy hands in the 

markets, shaved by unscrupulous businessmen, or misstruck by inexperienced workmen were renewed in their 

image, made ready for new service. 

 

In Colossians, the apostle Paul warns against greedy, unscrupulous false teachers who would steal the congregation 

away from their Lord Jesus Christ. To renew the congregation’s faith and service, Paul repeatedly strikes upon the 

truths they once knew: Jesus is Lord of creation, the fullness of God dwells in him, their life is hidden with Christ in 

God. And so they are renewed in the image of their Creator. 

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

That Colossians is a genuine letter of Paul is not usually disputed. In the early church, all who speak on the subject 

of authorship ascribe it to Paul. It is to be dated during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, where he spent at least 

two years under house arrest. Some have argued that Paul wrote Colossians from Ephesus or Caesarea, but most of 

the evidence favors Rome as the place where Paul penned all the Prison Letters (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, 

and Philemon). Colossians should be dated circa AD 60, in the same year as Ephesians and Philemon. 

 

Recipients  

Several hundred years before Paul’s day, Colosse had been a leading city in Asia Minor (present-day Turkey). By 

the first century AD Colosse was diminished to a second-rate market town, which had been surpassed long ago in 

power and importance by the neighboring towns of Laodicea and Hierapolis.  

 

During Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus, Epaphras had been converted and had carried the gospel to Colosse. 

The young church that resulted then became the target of heretical attack, which led to Epaphras’ visit to Paul in 

Rome and ultimately to the penning of the Colossian letter.  

 

Purpose and Theme 

Paul’s purpose is to refute the Colossian heresy, but he never explicitly describes the false teaching he opposes in 

the letter. The nature of the heresy must be inferred from statements he made in opposition to the false teachers. An 

analysis of his refutation suggests that the heresy was diverse in nature. Some of the elements of its teachings were 

ceremonialism (strict rules about permissible food and drink, religious festivals, and circumcision), asceticism 

(severe self-discipline and avoidance of all forms of indulgence), angel worship, deprecation of Christ, secret 

knowledge, and reliance on human wisdom and tradition. 

 

To refute the heresy, Paul exalts Christ as the very image of God, the Creator, the preexistent sustainer of all things, 

the head of the church, the first to be resurrected, the fullness of deity in bodily form, and the reconciler. Thus Christ 

is completely adequate. The theme of Colossians is this complete adequacy of Christ as contrasted with the 

emptiness of mere human philosophy.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Though Colossians is one of Paul’s shorter letters, it is especially rich with descriptions of Christ, his work, and the 

blessings he extends to us through holy baptism. As you study Colossians, pray that the Lord would protect your 

congregation and all Christians from false teachers, for in Christ alone “we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins” (Colossians 1:14). 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 Thessalonians (September 15) 
 

Reading 1 Thessalonians 

Just inside the door to the women’s quarters, a six-year-old boy stands listening to the instruction and 

encouragement of his father, who stands just outside. As the boy fidgets, the father urges him to stand straight and 

walk with honor. His father, as head of the household, has arranged for the boy’s education and introduces him to a 

slave who will escort the boy to school. Peeking back into the house, the boy sees his mother nursing his three-year-

old sister, even though the family could afford a wet nurse. His mother smiles and nods affectionately. The boy 

knows that, after stepping through this doorway, he must live a new life and learn from his father and his teacher. 

 

When Paul describes his apostolic care for the new congregation at Thessalonica, he uses expressions of parental 

love. Paul feels the strain of separation from his “children” in the Lord as the result of persecution, which has driven 

him from Thessalonica. As a result, Paul writes an earnest, fatherly letter of instruction that beautifully illustrates 

law discipline and gospel care.  

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

Both external and internal evidence support the view that Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians. Paul’s known characteristics 

are apparent in the letter. Historical allusions in the book fit Paul’s life as recounted in Acts and in his own letters. In 

the face of such evidence, few have ever rejected authorship by Paul. It is generally dated circa AD 51. Except for 

the possibility of an early date for Galatians (48-49?), 1 Thessalonians is Paul’s earliest canonical letter. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

Thessalonica was a bustling seaport city at the head of the Thermaic Gulf. It was an important communication and 

trade center, located at the junction of the great Egnatian Way and the road leading north to the Danube. Its 

population numbered about 200,000, making it the largest city in Macedonia. The background of the Thessalonian 

church is found in Acts 17:1-9. Since Paul began his ministry there in the Jewish synagogue, it is reasonable to 

assume that the new church included some Jews. However, 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 and Acts 17:4 seem to indicate 

that the church was largely Gentile in membership. 

 

Paul had left Thessalonica abruptly (see Acts 17:5-10) after a rather brief stay. Recent converts from paganism were 

thus left with little external support in the midst of persecution. Paul’s purpose in writing this letter was to encourage 

the new converts in their trials, to give instruction concerning godly living, to urge some not to neglect daily work, 

and to give assurance concerning the future of believers who die before Christ returns. 

 

Although the thrust of the letter is varied, the subject of eschatology (doctrine of last things) seems to be 

predominant in both Thessalonian letters. Every chapter of 1 Thessalonians ends with a reference to the second 

coming of Christ. Thus, the second coming seems to permeate the letter and may be viewed in some sense as its 

theme. The two Thessalonian letters are often designated as the eschatological letters of Paul. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In this letter, Paul calls the believers to live in the gospel and to fulfill their calling in the joy of the Holy Spirit. He 

leaves us an example to follow: know the truths about Christ’s return but do not obsess about them. 

 

As you read 1 Thessalonians, reflect on Paul’s pastoral concern for these new believers and also his thoughtful and 

comforting instruction. He shows great concern for their care and establishment in the gospel, which is also what we 

need most today. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

2 Thessalonians (September 22) 
 

Reading 2 Thessalonians 

As the patient groans, the physician uses a knife to split a stiff, 5-foot reed. Attendants place the halves of the reed 

on either side of the patient’s hip and press the ends until they flex and touch one another, so they can be bound as a 

splint. As the attendants press the reeds, the physician waves a knife over the splint and chants, “Motas uaeta darles 

dardares…,” which no one can understand. “This will heal you,” the physician claims, “you must chant each day, 

‘Haut haut haut istasis tarsis…’ ” 

 

Magic rites and mock miracles, which deceived many, were part of daily life for ancient Greeks and Romans. In 2 

Thessalonians, Paul warns of a far more powerful deception that will come before the end of time. The “lawless 

one” will use false signs and miracles to delude people into following him. Though Paul warns the Thessalonians 

about this coming deception, he also focuses them on living each day by the gospel, the most important truth of all. 

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

Paul’s authorship of 2 Thessalonians has been questioned more often than that of 1 Thessalonians, in spite of the 

fact that it has more support from early Christian writers. Objections are based on internal factors rather than on the 

adequacy of the statements of the church fathers. It is thought that there are differences in the vocabulary (ten words 

not used elsewhere), in the style (it is said to be unexpectedly formal) and in the eschatology (the doctrine of the 

“man of lawlessness” is not taught elsewhere). However, such arguments have not convinced current scholars. A 

majority still hold to Paul’s authorship of 2 Thessalonians. 

 

Because of its similarity to 1 Thessalonians, it must have been written not long after the first letter – perhaps about 

six months. The situation in the church seems to have been much the same. Paul probably penned it circa AD 51 or 

52 in Corinth, after Silas and Timothy had returned from delivering 1 Thessalonians. 

 

Purpose 

Inasmuch as the situation in the Thessalonian church has not changed substantially, Paul’s purpose in writing is very 

much the same as in his first letter to them. He writes to encourage persecuted believers, to exhort the Thessalonians 

to be steadfast and to work for a living, and to correct some misunderstandings concerning the Lord’s return. 

 

Apparently there was a misunderstanding of 1 Thessalonians by some members in regard to the second coming of 

Christ, mentioned six times in that letter. Some probably became fearful and alarmed that they were expected to be 

“blameless” at Jesus’ second advent. Paul calms their fear in his second letter by assuring them that they are beloved 

by the Lord because God chose them from the beginning, and thus their salvation depends on God’s election, not on 

their sinlessness. Others concluded from Paul’s frequent references to the second coming of Jesus that it would be 

advisable to give up their gainful employment to get ready for this event, which they assumed could come any day, 

in the immediate future. These members became idle and disorderly, depending on the charity of the church. To this 

group Paul writes that the “man of lawlessness” must come first and also gives guidance to correct their disorderly 

life. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As in 1 Thessalonians, Paul exhibits exemplary pastoral care for the Thessalonian congregation. He patiently 

explains issues of doctrine that have confused them and instructs them consistently in matters of faith and life, 

according to the traditions that he had taught them. Though the end times appear fascinating, Paul demonstrates once 

again that applying law and gospel for daily living has the greatest importance. Through law and gospel, the Lord 

prepares us for the persecution at the end and Jesus’ blessed return. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 Timothy (September 27) 
 

Reading 1 Timothy 

“My lord,” the chief servant explains, “the granary is full, though the harvest is not yet complete.” The head of the 

household excuses himself from his guests, crosses the mosaic floor of the men’s quarters, and enters the family 

courtyard. His wife sits in the shade of the women’s quarters. She spins thread while watching the progress of the 

young women. Their children and the slaves’ children race clay horse figurines around the beaten-earth courtyard. 

The lord passes into the street, encouraging his chief servant as they walk through town on the way to the fields. 

 

In 1 Timothy, the apostle Paul speaks as Timothy’s father. Paul compares Timothy’s service in the church at 

Ephesus with the service of a father in a typical Greek household. The overseer must manage his household, 

commanding and teaching the members, seeing that care is distributed to all. Each member must fulfill a role and a 

calling in service to the Lord of all. 

 

Author and Date  

Both early tradition and the salutations of the Pastoral Letters themselves (1, 2 Timothy and Titus) confirm Paul as 

their author. 1 Timothy was written sometime after the events of Acts 28, at least eight years after Paul’s three-year 

stay in Ephesus. 

 

Recipients and Purpose 

As the salutation indicates, Paul is writing to Timothy, a native of Lystra (in modern Turkey). Timothy’s father was 

Greek, while his mother was a Jewish Christian. From childhood he had been taught the Old Testament. Paul called 

him “my true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), perhaps having led him to Christ during his first visit to Lystra. 

Timothy traveled with Paul during some of his missionary journeys and during Paul’s first imprisonment. Paul’s 

closeness to Timothy is seen in Paul’s naming him as the co-sender of six of his letters (2 Corinthians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1, 2 Thessalonians, and Philemon) and in his speaking highly of Timothy to the Philippians. At the end 

of Paul’s life he requested Timothy to join him at Rome. Timothy himself was imprisoned and subsequently 

released – whether at Rome or elsewhere, we do not know. Timothy was not an apostle, and he was probably not an 

overseer since he was given instructions about overseers. It may be best to regard him as an apostolic representative, 

designated to carry out special work.  

 

Timothy eventually stayed at Ephesus to deal with the problems there while Paul went on to Macedonia. When Paul 

realized that he might not return to Ephesus in the near future, he wrote this first letter to Timothy to develop the 

charge he had given his young assistant, to refute false teachings, and to supervise the affairs of the growing 

Ephesian church.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

In 1 Timothy, Paul offers sound teachings for young and old, for men and women. As you read this letter, look for 

passages about your particular calling in order to learn more about your service and the service of others. Be 

encouraged to pray for those who serve in your congregation and nation. 

 

God’s word and prayer hallow our good works offered in thanks to our blessed and only Sovereign. Although he has 

challenged us to serve well, he has also equipped us with sound teaching so we may pursue righteousness, faith, 

love, steadfastness, and gentleness.  

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

2 Timothy (October 5) 
 

Reading 2 Timothy 

Seawater sprays over the ship’s bow as it cuts through the Troas harbor on its way toward Corinth. Wobbly tourists 

grip their bellies, made sick by the September pitch of the Aegean Sea at the close of the sailing season. Travel-

hardy merchants chuckle at the tourists. They slurp wine as a precaution against the illnesses that follow the trade 

routes. “We shall make Rome in a week,” they declare, “if the weather holds.” 

 

The most famous traveler of the first century, the apostle Paul, was not on that ship, but lay in a Roman prison. He 

wrote this letter to request Timothy’s comfort and companionship. Timothy had been guiding the congregation at 

Ephesus, but Paul sent a replacement so Timothy, his son in the faith, could travel to him. This is Paul’s last known 

letter, written with special emphasis on faithfully teaching the word in opposition to false teachers and to rising 

imperial persecution. 

 

Author, Date, and Setting 

After Paul’s release from prison in Rome in AD 62/63 and after his fourth missionary journey, during which he 

wrote 1 Timothy and Titus, Paul was again imprisoned under Emperor Nero circa 66-67. It was during this time that 

he wrote 2 Timothy. In contrast to his first imprisonment, when he lived in a rented house, he now languished in a 

cold dungeon, chained like a common criminal. His friends even had a hard time finding out where he was being 

kept. Paul knew that his work was done and his life was nearly at an end. 

 

Reasons for Writing 

As his last will and testament, Paul again encourages Timothy to proclaim the message of God’s grace, emphasizing 

its basic truths. What an inheritance for Paul to leave to his spiritual son Timothy – the gospel of God’s grace – and 

for us to leave to our children! 

 

Paul had three reasons for writing to Timothy at this time: 

 He was lonely. Phygelus and Hermogenes, “everyone in the province of Asia” (2 Timothy 1:15), and 

Demas had deserted him. Crescens, Titus, and Tychicus were away, and only Luke was with him. Paul 

wanted very much for Timothy to join him also. Timothy was his fellow worker, who as a son with his 

father had served closely with Paul. Paul longed for Timothy and twice asked him to come soon. 

 Paul was concerned about the welfare of the churches during this time of persecution under Nero and he 

admonished Timothy to guard the gospel, to persevere in it, to keep on preaching it, and, if necessary, to 

suffer for it. 

 He wanted to write to the Ephesian church through Timothy. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In 2 Timothy, the Lord is calling you to cling faithfully to his precious word. Paul praises the value of that word 

most highly in 2 Timothy 3:14-17, where he encourages teaching of the word from childhood onward. In the word, 

the Lord will grant you strength. No matter how you serve in the Lord’s family, consider how God’s word guides 

your work and service.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Titus (October 11) 
 

Reading Titus 

The rich man grips his belly in pain, pleading for the physician to explain what is wrong. “Too much rich food! Too 

much wine!” the physician complains. “Excesses will kill you. No wonder your body is not sound.” 

 

Like a sincere physician, the apostle Paul warns Titus about the excesses that affect the congregation of Cretans, 

who were proverbial for gluttonous excess and who craved new and different doctrines. Paul teaches that soundness 

comes from modest living in accordance with the truth. The wholeness of the Gospel brings salvation and leads to 

self-controlled living. 

 

Author and Date 

Paul possibly wrote from Corinth, for he had not yet reached Nicopolis (on the west coast of Greece). The letter was 

written after his release from the first Roman imprisonment, probably between AD 63 and 65 – or possibly at a later 

date if he wrote it after his assumed trip to Spain. 

 

Recipient, Setting, and Purpose 

The letter is addressed to Titus, one of Paul’s converts and a considerable help to Paul in his ministry. When Paul 

left Antioch to discuss “his” gospel with the Jerusalem leaders, he took Titus with him; acceptance of Titus (a 

Gentile) as a Christian without circumcision vindicated Paul’s stand there. Presumably Titus, who is not referred to 

in Acts (but is mentioned 13 times in the rest of the New Testament) worked with Paul at Ephesus during the third 

missionary journey. From there the apostle sent him to Corinth to help that church with its work. 

 

Following Paul’s release from his first Roman imprisonment, he and Titus worked briefly in Crete, after which he 

commissioned Titus to remain there as his representative and complete some needed work. Paul asked Titus to meet 

him at Nicopolis when a replacement arrived. Later, Titus went on a mission to Dalmatia (modern Croatia), the last 

word we hear about him in the New Testament. Considering the assignments given him, he obviously was a capable 

and resourceful leader. 

 

Crete is the fourth largest island of the Mediterranean and lies directly south of the Aegean Sea. In New Testament 

times, life in Crete had sunk to a deplorable moral level. The dishonesty, gluttony, and laziness of its inhabitants 

were proverbial. 

 

Apparently Paul introduced Christianity in Crete when he and Titus visited the island, after which he left Titus there 

to organize the converts. Paul sent the letter with Zenas and Apollos, who were on a journey that took them through 

Crete, to give Titus personal authorization and guidance in meeting opposition, instructions about faith and conduct, 

and warnings about false teachers. Paul also informed Titus of his future plans for him. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Titus, reflect on the excesses in your life. Our world today offers excesses of every variety. Yet, as Paul 

demonstrates, the basics in life and in doctrine are God’s greatest gifts. The simple purity of the truth is the hope of 

our salvation. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Philemon (October 14) 
 

Reading Philemon 

With trembling hands, the dying master folds the papyrus and presents it to his chief slave. “Upon my death, this 

frees you, trusted friend, as well as your family and three others. Yet be diligent in your final duties.” The slave 

welcomes his master’s kindness but, on the way out of the house, he reaches for a whip. Not all the slaves would be 

set free and, for them, the master’s will commands punishment. 

 

God’s grace is portrayed in Philemon by analogy. Paul’s love for Onesimus, who is guilty of a great offense, 

motivates him to intercede on behalf of the runaway slave. Paul sets aside his rights and becomes Onesimus’ 

substitute by assuming his debt. By Philemon’s gracious act Onesimus is forgiven and placed in a new relationship 

with his lord. 

 

We are, like Onesimus, guilty of sin. Jesus’ ministry on earth and mediation before his Father parallel Paul’s 

advocacy before Philemon. We are, like Onesimus, condemned by law but saved by God’s grace. 

 

Author, Date, and Place of Writing 

Paul wrote this short letter probably at the same time as Colossians (circa AD 60) and sent it to Colosse with the 

same travelers, Onesimus and Tychicus. He apparently wrote both letters from prison in Rome, though possibly 

from Ephesus. 

 

Recipient, Background, and Purpose  

Paul wrote this letter to Philemon, a believer in Colosse who, along with others, was a slave owner. One of his 

slaves, Onesimus, had apparently stolen from him and then run away, which under Roman law was punishable by 

death. But Onesimus met Paul and through his ministry became a Christian. Now he was willing to return to his 

master, and Paul writes this personal appeal to ask that he be accepted as a Christian brother. 

 

Approach and Structure 

To win Philemon’s willing acceptance of Onesimus, Paul writes very tactfully and in a lighthearted tone, which he 

creates with a wordplay (verse 11: playing on the meaning of Onesimus’ name as “useful”). The appeal is organized 

in a way prescribed by ancient Greek and Roman teachers: to build rapport, to persuade the mind, and to move the 

emotions. The name Onesimus is not mentioned until the rapport has been built, and the appeal itself is stated only 

near the end of the section to persuade the mind. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Philemon, reflect on the roles of law and gospel in your relationships with church members and with 

colleagues. God calls us to extend his mercy toward every repentant heart and to build up one another in his love. 

The difficult circumstances for Philemon illustrate how God in Christ can transform our service and relationship to 

one another. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Hebrews (October 15) 
 

Reading Hebrews 

Frost glistens in the light as it melts from the backs of wooly lambs, gleaming and shimmering and dripping as the 

animals doze. The lambs rise to stretch. They shiver, steam wafting from their warm legs and bellies. They look up 

expectantly toward a man standing near their gate. He leans on the edge of the pen and looks the herd over carefully, 

wondering which lambs to feed and which to choose for the morning sacrifice. It is a great and festive day – most 

holy. And yet, tomorrow he will have to choose again, and so the next day, and the next. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews describes the glories of the old covenant but also reminds his readers of how it is 

surpassed by the glories of the new covenant. The annual cycle of sacrifice reached its consummation in one most 

holy offering – the blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of all our sins. Jesus now stands as our High Priest, 

watching over the sheepfold of all who look to him, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

 

Author and Date 

The author of this letter does not identify himself, but he was obviously well known to the original recipients. Since 

the Reformation it has been widely recognized that Paul could not have been the writer. There is no disharmony 

between the teaching of Hebrews and that of Paul’s letters, but the specific emphases and writing styles are 

markedly different. 

 

One of the two leading candidates for the author of the letter to the Hebrews is Barnabas. He was a Jew of the 

priestly tribe of Levi who became a close friend of Paul after the latter’s conversion. The other leading candidate for 

authorship is Apollos. Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, was also a Jewish Christian with notable intellectual and 

oratorical abilities. 

 

Hebrews must have been written before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70 because had it been 

written after this date, the author surely would have mentioned the temple’s destruction and the end of the Jewish 

sacrificial system. 

 

Recipients and Theme 

The letter was addressed primarily to Jewish converts who were familiar with the Old Testament and who were 

being tempted to revert to Judaism or to Judaize the gospel. Some have suggested that these professing Jewish 

Christians were thinking of merging with a Jewish sect, such as the one at Qumran near the Dead Sea. 

 

The theme of Hebrews is the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as revealer and as mediator of 

God’s grace. From the Old Testament itself, Christ is shown to be superior to the ancient prophets, to angels, to 

Moses (the mediator of the former covenant), and to Aaron and the priestly succession descended from him. 

Hebrews could be called “the book of better things” since the two Greek words for “better” and “superior” occur 15 

times in the letter. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In the letter to the Hebrews, you will learn how to appreciate the Old Testament most deeply and apply it to your 

life. As you read Hebrews, reflect on the great changes Jesus brought about when he fulfilled the laws and the 

promises of the old covenant. Take note of how all of Holy Scripture bears witness to this great work which Jesus 

accomplished on the cross for your salvation. Because he now stands in heaven, interceding for you, pray for God’s 

help and blessings with all boldness. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

James (November 3) 
 

Reading James 

They stood with arms crossed, silent, facing away from each other. “I shouldn’t have said it that way,” the first 

woman said. “I had not considered how it would make the other people feel to ask them to move and let others take 

their place.” 

 

“I’m sorry that I snapped at you…and in front of everyone,” said the second woman. “I want to be more patient, 

more humble, but I just can’t seem to get it right. My heart means well, but my tongue always seems to steer me 

wrong.” 

 

James addresses practical issues and enduring problems faced by many mature believers: impatience, failure to do 

what you know is right, favoritism, apathy, and selfishness. He presents wise arguments and God-pleasing solutions, 

culminating in the confession of sins and prayer for help from God, the “Father of lights” who gives every good and 

perfect gift.  

 

Author and Date  

The author identifies himself as James, and he was probably the brother of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem council. 

Four men in the New Testament have this name. The author of this letter could not have been the apostle James, 

who died too early to have written it. The other two men named James had neither the stature nor the influence that 

the writer of this letter had. James was one of several brothers of Christ and was probably the oldest since he heads 

the list in Matthew 13:55. At first he did not believe in Jesus and even challenged him and misunderstood his 

mission. Later, however, he became very prominent in the church. 

 

The letter was likely written before AD 50 due to its distinctively Jewish nature and its reflection of a simple church 

order. If this early dating is correct, this letter is the earliest of all New Testament writings – with the possible 

exception of Galatians. 

 

Recipients 

The recipients are identified explicitly only in James 1:1: “the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” It is clear 

that the recipients were Christians. It has been plausibly suggested that these were believers from the early 

Jerusalem church who, after Stephen’s death, were scattered as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Syrian Antioch. This 

would account for James’ references to trials and oppression, his intimate knowledge of the readers, and the 

authoritative nature of the letter. As leader of the Jerusalem church, James wrote as pastor to instruct and encourage 

his dispersed people in the face of their difficulties. 

 

Distinctive Characteristics 

Characteristics that make this letter distinctive are: its unmistakably Jewish nature; its emphasis on vital Christianity, 

characterized by good deeds and a faith that works; its simple organization; its familiarity with Jesus’ teachings 

preserved in the Sermon on the Mount; its similarity to Old Testament wisdom writings such as Proverbs; and its 

excellent Greek. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study the epistle of James, pray for wisdom and the will to do what you know is right. Look for practical 

solutions to the issues that challenge your congregation. Yet realize that God’s people are still sinners and will make 

mistakes. They will hurt one another, and they will need to confess their faults and forgive one another. When such 

troubles arise, abide in the love and patience of your heavenly Father, and rejoice in his good gifts and salvation, 

which can never be taken away. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 Peter (November 10) 
 

Reading 1 Peter 

“When will the new flock return from the high pasture?” a young shepherd complained. “We should have the gate 

closed and all things settled for the night.” 

 

“Patience,” said the chief shepherd. “We have comfort enough. Our brother has a treacherous climb down the hill. 

New lambs and nursing ewes will slow everything down. But rightly so. Little ones must eat, and shepherds must 

keep watch and wait and lead them safely home.” 

 

In his first letter, Peter encourages elders in Asia Minor to watch over their congregations with patient care and 

nurture them in the new life God gives. These new Gentile congregations were enduring significant suffering due to 

persecution and alienation from the corrupt culture in which they lived. Peter describes them as God’s people – 

chosen, holy, and supremely precious to the chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus. 

 

Author and Date  

The author identifies himself as the apostle Peter, and the contents and character of the letter support his authorship. 

Moreover, the letter reflects the history and terminology of the Gospels and Acts (notably Peter’s speeches); its 

themes and concepts reflect Peter’s experiences and his associations in the period of our Lord’s earthly ministry and 

in the apostolic age. That he was acquainted with Paul and his letters is made clear; coincidences in thought and 

expression with Paul’s writings are therefore not surprising. 

 

Nevertheless, some claim that the idiomatic Greek of this letter is beyond Peter’s competence. It is true that the 

Greek of 1 Peter is good literary Greek, and even though Peter could no doubt speak Greek, it is unlikely that he 

would write such polished Greek. But Peter claims that he wrote “with the help of” (more literally “through” or “by 

means of”) Silas. Thus Silas was the intermediate agent in writing. It is known that a secretary in those days often 

composed documents in good Greek for those who did not have the language facility to do so. Therefore in 1 Peter 

Silas’s Greek may be seen, while in 2 Peter it may be Peter’s rough Greek that appears. 

 

The book can be satisfactorily dated in the early 60s. It cannot be placed earlier than 60 since it shows familiarity 

with Paul’s prison letters. Furthermore, it cannot be dated later than 67/68, since Peter was martyred during Nero’s 

reign. 

 

Themes 

Although 1 Peter is a short letter, it touches on various doctrines and has much to say about Christian life and duties. 

It is not surprising that different readers have found it to have different principal themes. For example, it has been 

characterized as a letter of separation, of suffering and persecution, of suffering and glory, of hope, of pilgrimage, of 

courage, and as a letter dealing with the true grace of God. Peter says that he has written “encouraging you and 

testifying that this is the true grace of God” (1 Peter 5:12). This is a definitive general description of the letter, but it 

does not exclude the recognition of numerous subordinate and contributory themes. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read 1 Peter, pray for your brothers and sisters who face suffering. Count it all joy that your Lord Jesus 

Christ suffered all pain and shame in order to redeem you and all who call upon him. As he gives you strength, 

rejoice in your sufferings, knowing that you share in the sufferings of Christ. As with Jesus, the sufferings you face 

must give way to the subsequent glories God will reveal in you. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

2 Peter (November 17) 
 

Reading 2 Peter 

He pushed the end of the stick through the pile of ashes as he held his hand above them. He could see no smoke and 

could feel no heat. The fire, it seemed, had burned itself out completely and would not return. He began to think 

about what he might eat that did not need to be cooked. And as he thought, he saw it – the wink of a bright red coal 

stirred to life when the ashes were pushed away. There would be fire. The glimmering coal produced a crackling, 

roaring hearth. 

 

Persecution and the mockery of false teachers had dampened the hopes of the early Christians. Scoffers insisted that 

the fires of judgement were out and that Christ would not return as the apostles had preached. Peter wrote this letter 

not long before his death to remind his readers of the Lord’s patience, the certainty of fiery punishment for the 

wicked, and the sure promise of eternal life for all who believe. 

 

Author and Date  

The author identifies himself as Simon Peter. He uses the first person singular pronoun in a highly personal passage 

and claims to be an eyewitness of the transfiguration. He asserts that this is his second letter to the readers and refers 

to Paul as “our dear brother.” In short, the letter claims to be Peter’s, and its character is compatible with that claim. 

 

In recent centuries, however, its genuineness has been challenged by a considerable number of scholars. One of the 

objections that has been raised is the difference in style from that of 1 Peter. The differences that do exist may be 

accounted for by variations in subject matter, in the form and purpose of the letters, in the time and circumstances of 

writing, in source or models, and in scribes that may have been employed. Perhaps most significant is the statement 

in 1 Peter 5:12 that Silas assisted in the writing of 1 Peter. No such statement is made concerning 2 Peter, which 

may explain its noticeable difference in style. 

 

2 Peter was written toward the end of Peter’s life, after he had written a prior letter to the same readers (probably 1 

Peter). Since Peter was martyred during the reign of Nero, his death must have occurred prior to AD 68, so it is very 

likely that he wrote 2 Peter between 65 and 68. 

 

Purpose 

In his first letter Peter feeds Christ’s sheep by instructing them how to deal with persecution from outside the 

church; in this second letter he teaches them how to deal with false teachers and evildoers who have come into the 

church. While the particular situations naturally call for variations in content and emphasis, in both letters Peter as a 

pastor (“shepherd”) of Christ’s sheep seeks to comment to his readers a wholesome combination of Christian faith 

and practice. More specifically, his purpose is threefold: to stimulate Christian growth; to combat false teaching; and 

to encourage watchfulness in view of the Lord’s certain return. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Peter addresses four key areas of Christian teaching: knowledge of the Lord and the problem of forgetfulness; true 

godliness and piety; God’s gifts (faith, promises, Holy Scripture); and the end times. He guides readers to resist the 

appeals of false teachers, since everyone will face the Lord as judge when he returns.  

 

As you read 2 Peter, consider the state of your faith and the character of your life. Commit your ways to the Lord by 

practicing daily repentance and praying for Christ’s return. Through this sure prophetic word, you will grow in the 

grace and knowledge of your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 John (November 22) 
 

Reading 1 John 

Love and the church as a family are the dominating themes of John’s letters. He warns against those who would 

divide the Christian family from fellowship with the heavenly Father and his beloved Son. John presents himself as 

an “elder,” a parent or older brother to the community of faith. Like someone leading a toddler by the hand, John 

guides the church away from dangerous false doctrines so that she may walk in the light. 

 

Author and Date  

The author is John son of Zebedee – the apostle and the author of the Gospel of John and Revelation. He was a 

fisherman, one of Jesus’ inner circle (together with James and Peter), and the “disciple whom Jesus loved.” Unlike 

most New Testament letters, 1 John does not tell us who its author is. The similarity to the style of the Gospel of 

John, the mention of eyewitness testimony, the suggestions of advanced age, and the indication of a close 

relationship with the Lord confirm this traditional identification of John as the author. 

 

The letter is difficult to date with precision. Since the author of 1 John seems to build on concepts and themes found 

in the fourth Gospel, it is reasonable to date the letter somewhere between AD 85 and 95, after the writing of the 

Gospel, which may have been written circa 85. 

 

Gnosticism 

One of the most dangerous heresies of the first two centuries was Gnosticism. Its central teaching was that the spirit 

is entirely good and matter is entirely evil. From this unbiblical dualism flowed five important errors: 

 Man’s body, which is matter, is therefore evil. It is to be contrasted with God, who is wholly spirit and 

therefore good. 

 Salvation is the escape from the body, achieved not through faith in Christ but by special knowledge (the 

Greek word for “knowledge” is gnosis, hence Gnosticism). 

 Christ’s true humanity was denied in two ways: some said that Christ only seemed to have a body 

(Docetism); others said that the divine Christ joined the man Jesus at baptism and left him before he died 

(Cerinthianism). 

 Since the body was considered evil, it was to be treated harshly. 

 Paradoxically, this dualism also led to licentiousness. The reasoning was that, since matter – and not the 

breaking of God’s law – was considered evil, breaking his law was of no moral consequence. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

John’s readers were confronted with an early form of Gnostic teaching of the Cerinthian variety. Consequently, John 

wrote this letter with two basic purposes in mind: to expose false teachers and to give believers assurance of their 

salvation. In keeping with his intention to combat Gnostic teachers, John specifically struck at their total lack of 

morality; and by giving eyewitness testimony to the incarnation, he sought to confirm his readers’ belief in the 

incarnate Christ. Success in this would give the writer joy. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study the letters of John, pray for the peace and blessing of your congregation and fellowship. Greet your 

fellow Christians as beloved brothers and sisters, for whom Christ gave his life. Although John provides strong 

warnings against false teachers and their doctrines, he will also help you understand the true character of Christian 

love, faith, and good works. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

2 John (November 29) 
 

Reading 2 John 

In this brief letter John stresses that the kernel of God’s grace is Jesus Christ. “Anyone who runs ahead and does not 

continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the 

Son” (verse 9). 

 

The correct understanding of the person and work of Jesus is so essential to the gospel of God’s grace that John 

warns, “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him. 

Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work” (verses 10, 11). Since missionaries were dependent on the 

hospitality of fellow Christians, hospitality to false teachers would be equal to furthering false doctrine. 

 

Author and Date  

The author is John the apostle. Obvious similarities to 1 John and the Gospel of John suggest that the same person 

wrote all three books. The letter was probably written about the same time as 1 John (AD 85-95). 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

During the first two centuries the gospel was taken from place to place by traveling evangelists and teachers. 

Believers customarily took these missionaries into their homes and gave them provisions for the journey when they 

left. Since Gnostic teachers also relied on this practice, 2 John was written to urge discernment in supporting 

traveling teachers; otherwise, someone might unintentionally contribute to the propagation of heresy rather than 

truth. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

3 John (November 30) 
 

Reading 3 John 

The message of God’s grace must be spread far and wide, as the apostles did so faithfully, in accordance with our 

Lord’s Great Commission. John writes his third letter to a certain Gaius, probably a lay member who had assisted 

the missionary activities of the church. John praises him. But another person, Diotrephes, had refused to receive 

missionaries into his home. John rebukes his conduct. (Demetrius may have been the leader of the missionary party 

and the bearer of the letter.) It is the duty and privilege of each Christian to follow the example of Gaius. 

 

Author and Date  

The author is John the apostle. In the first verses of both 2 John and 3 John the author identifies himself as “the 

elder.” Note other similarities: “love in the truth,” “walking in the truth,” and the similar conclusions. The letter was 

probably written about the same time as 1 John and 2 John (AD 85-95). 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Itinerant teachers sent out by John were rejected in one of the churches in the province of Asia by a dictatorial 

leader, Diotrephes, who even excommunicated members who showed hospitality to John’s messengers. John wrote 

this letter to commend Gaius for supporting the teachers and, indirectly, to warn Diotrephes. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Jude (December 1) 
 

Reading Jude 

The bull gored the earth with his horns and pawed the dust. The rider’s presence infuriated him, but he could not 

drive the rider away. Though weary of the chase, the bull continued to snort and bellow, blowing froth from the 

corners of his mouth. He could not understand that the herdsman was simply there to check on the cattle and learn 

how the calves were doing. 

 

Jude warns his fellow Christians that false teachers behave like unreasoning animals. They are instinctively driven to 

what is wrong and destructive. Jude uses numerous examples from the Old Testament, Jewish literature, and the 

prophecies of the apostles to illustrate his warning. He admonishes his readers to rescue those entrapped by the 

ungodly. 

 

Author and Date  

The author identifies himself as Jude, which is another form of the Hebrew name Judah (Greek Judas), a common 

name among the Jews. Of those so named in the New Testament, the ones most likely to be the author of this letter 

are Judas the apostle (not Judas Iscariot) and Judas the brother of the Lord. The latter is more likely. For example, 

the author does not claim to be an apostle and even seems to separate himself from the apostles. Furthermore, he 

describes himself as a “brother of James.” Ordinarily a person in Jude’s day would describe himself as someone’s 

son rather than as someone’s brother. The reason for the exception here may have been James’ prominence in the 

church at Jerusalem. 

 

There is nothing in the letter that requires a date beyond the lifetime of Jude the brother of the Lord. There is, 

moreover, nothing in the letter that requires a date after the time of the apostles. The question of the relationship 

between Jude and 2 Peter has a bearing on the date of Jude. If 2 Peter makes use of Jude – a commonly accepted 

view – then Jude is to be dated prior to 2 Peter, probably AD 65. Otherwise, a date as late as AD 80 would be 

possible. 

 

Recipients 

The description of those to whom Jude addressed his letter is very general. It could apply to Jewish Christians, 

Gentile Christians, or both. Their location is not indicated. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Although Jude was very eager to write to his readers about salvation, he felt that he must instead warn them about 

certain immoral men circulating among them who were perverting the grace of God. Apparently these false teachers 

were trying to convince believers that being saved by grace gave them license to sin since their sins would no longer 

be held against them. Jude thought it imperative that his readers be on guard against such men and be prepared to 

oppose their perverted teaching with the truth about God’s saving grace. It has generally been assumed that these 

false teachers were Gnostics. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

This short letter is easy to overlook. Yet it contains important instruction that has always applied to Christians: false 

teachers are a constant threat. Jude will help you distinguish between false teachers, who are doomed to destruction, 

and wounded believers who are struggling with doubt and need fellow Christians to encourage them. 

 

 

 

 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Revelation (December 2) 
 

Reading Revelation 

A blinding flash pierced the dark shroud of storm clouds, followed by a deafening thunderclap. Contrary winds 

blasted salty spray over the side of the ship and into the navigator’s face. The pitching waves lofted the ship and 

clawed at its hull as though they would pull it under. “All may be lost,” the navigator whispered to himself. 

 

But then, for a moment, a beam of moonlight fell through the storm clouds to reveal an island and sheltered bay off 

the port side – a haven of hope amid the storm. 

 

The challenging book of Revelation presents not merely the stormy future of suffering that will affect the earth but 

also a message of hope – a haven for the beleaguered soul. In Revelation, we see that Christ is enthroned on high, 

mediating on our behalf and planning for our salvation. He will return in glory to deliver the Church from evil. On 

the island of Patmos, he gave these stormy visions to John for our comfort. 

 

Author and Date  

Four times the author identifies himself as John. From the second century AD, it has been held that this John was the 

apostle, the son of Zebedee. Revelation was written when Christians were entering a time of persecution. The two 

periods most often mentioned are the latter part of Nero’s reign (AD 54-68) and the latter part of Domitian’s reign 

(81-96). Most scholars date the book circa AD 95. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Since Roman authorities at this time were beginning to enforce the cult of emperor worship, Christians – who held 

that Christ, not Caesar, was Lord – were facing increasing hostility. The believers at Smyrna are warned against 

coming opposition, and the church at Philadelphia is told of an hour of trial coming on the world. John has been 

exiled to the island of Patmos (probably the site of a Roman penal colony) for his activities as a missionary.  

 

John writes to encourage the faithful to resist staunchly the demands of emperor worship. He informs his readers 

that the final showdown between God and Satan is imminent. Satan will increase his persecution of believers, but 

they must stand fast, even to death. They are sealed against any spiritual harm and will be vindicated when Christ 

returns, when the wicked are forever destroyed, and when God’s people enter an eternity of glory and blessedness. 

 

Literary Style 

For an adequate understanding of Revelation, the reader must understand that it is a distinctive kind of literature. 

Revelation is apocalyptic, a kind of writing that is highly symbolic. Although its visions often seem bizarre to the 

Western reader, fortunately the book provides a number of clues for its own interpretation: stars are angels, 

lampstands are churches, “the great prostitute” is “Babylon” (Rome?), and the heavenly Jerusalem is the wife of the 

Lamb.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study Revelation, take to heart Jesus’ admonitions and encouragement for the churches in John’s day. Apply 

his words for your life and the life of your congregation. Pray for ears to hear what the Spirit says through the word. 

 

Most important, ask the Lord to maintain your focus on the heavenly vision of chapters 4-5, which describes the 

reign of your Savior. No matter what the devil may throw at you, Christ your King is with you. He has overcome the 

evil one. He will strengthen you in the face of all persecution and distress. Pray for those who live in fear of worldly 

troubles or of the last judgment, that through the forgiveness of sins the Lord would extend his perfect peace to 

them; the Church may face the future with all the boldness and confidence in Christ.


